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Category Description Current Program Requirement Proposed Program Requirement

Significant Changes to the Storm Water BMP Guidance Manual

Definition Reroofing definition Not included in Guidance Manual. Definition added to Appendix A - Reroofing: Repair and/or maintenance of existing framing, decking, flashing, 

underlayment, and roofing material (e.g., shingles, tiles, metal). Increased roof area, and/or changes to the 

pitch or design of the roof are not considered reroofing.

Clarification "Piecemealing" of projects to avoid storm water requirements Consistent with Community Development policy.  Impervious area is cumulative for two 

years after certificate of occupancy to prevent "piecemealing" of projects to avoid storm 

water requirements.

Guidance Manual expressly states proposed impervious area is cumulative for two years after certificate of 

occupancy to prevent “piecemealing” of projects to avoid storm water requirements.

Clarification Removed impervious area may not be subtracted from proposed 

new/replaced impervious area for Tier determination.

Current policy mirrors the proposed change, but details are not included in the Guidance 

Manual.

When determining the square footage for a project Tier determination, removed impervious area will not be 

subtracted from new/replaced impervious area (not a “net” amount).

Clarification BMPs installed on adjacent parcels Current policy mirrors the proposed change, but details are not included in the Guidance 

Manual.

BMPs should be installed on the same parcel where the proposed work requiring storm water requirement 

compliance is occurring. If an applicant proposes installing BMPs on an adjacent property through a storm 

water easement and/or lot-tie agreement, the easement and/or lot-tie agreement must be approved and 

signed by all relevant parties (including the City), notarized, recorded at the County, and be reproduced on 

the plan sheets before a building permit can be issued.

Clarification Storm water/hydrology report template Not included in Guidance Manual. Refer to Appendix B in the Guidance Manual.  This template provided to applicants for guidance regarding 

what should be included in a storm water report for a Tier 3 or Tier 4 project.

Clarification Volume reduction requirement - error correction Currently, there is an error in the Guidance Manual with conflicting volume reduction 

requirements in Appendix C.  In one location it requires calculation of:

• The volume difference between the pre- and post-conditions generated from a one-inch, 

24-hr storm event.

In another location it requires calculation of:

• The volume generated from a one-inch, 24-hour storm event, from all impervious area 

on the entire project site.

Retain on-site the larger of the following two volumes from the entire project site:

• The volume difference between the pre- and post-development conditions for the 25-year, 24-hour design 

storm (for redevelopment, the pre-condition is the pre-development condition).

• The volume generated from a one-inch, 24-hour storm event, from all impervious area on the entire project 

site.

Clarification Roofs without gutters Allowed for compliance with Tier 2. Roofs without gutters included as a Basic BMP option (where appropriate) for compliance with Tier 1 and Tier 

2 requirements. Also, see the "Impervious area acceptable treatment methods" section.

Clarification Minimum areas for contained planter, removed impervious area, 

and soil amendments to comply with Tier 1

No minimum area. To comply with Tier 1, at least 12 sq. ft. of contained planter area, removed impervious area, or amended soil 

area is required.

Miscellaneous Site Conditions Maps Refer to Appendix B in the Guidance Manual. Removed.  The maps are no longer useful or relevant.

Miscellaneous Local Plant List Refer to Appendix G in the Guidance Manual. Plants list updated to comply with the City's Landscape Design Standards.

Miscellaneous Maintenance statement Not included in Guidance Manual. Example statement included in Appendix I of the Guidance Manual:

The proposed storm water BMPs, which include _________, _________, and _________, shall be maintained 

as described in Santa Barbara Municipal Code 22.87.050 in accordance with their approved specifications.

Owner (Name and Title): ________________________

Signature:                               ________________________

Date:                                         ________________________

The statement must be included on building permit plans.

Miscellaneous BMP Selection Matrix - Pollutants of concern - Chapter 6 Table 6-1 describes treatment effectiveness for pollutants of concern from very low to very 

high (five point scale) for all BMP types included in Chapter 6.

Removed.

Miscellaneous BMP Selection Matrix - Site Suitability - Chapter 6 Table 6-2 describes site suitability considerations and applicability of special design 

districts for all BMP types included in Chapter 6.

Now Table 6-1.  Removed hydrologic soil group and applicability of special design district columns.
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